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PROFESSORS TOOLE AND SHAFIZADEH
TO BE HONORED AT UM COMMENCEMENT
MISSOULA—
Two members of the faculty will be honored at commencement exercises at
the University of Montana on Sunday, June 8.
Dr. K. Ross Toole, Hamnond Professor of Western History, will receive the
UM Alumni Association's "Most Inspirational Teacher of the Year" award.

He

will receive $500 and have his name inscribed on a plaque in the Mansfield
Library on campus.
The University's first Distinguished Researcher Award will

be presented

to Dr. Fred Shafizadeh, professor of chemistry and director of the UM Wood
Chemistry Laboratory.

The award carries a $500 honorarium from the UM Foundation.

Selection of the Alumni Association award was administered by Silent
Sentinel, senior honor society.

In the organization's poll of seniors, Toole

received more votes than any other nominee as the most inspirational

teacher they

had encountered at the University.
Toole, a member of a pioneer Montana family, is the author of numerous
articles on western history and of several books, including "The Rape of the
Great Plains:

Northwest American, Cattle and Coal,"

"Montana, an Uncommon

Land," "An Angry Man Talks Up to Youth," and "Twentieth Century Montana:
State of Extremes."
(over).
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He has done stints as director of the Montana Historical Society, the
Museum of the City of New York, and Museums of New Mexico.

He is a former

editor of Montana, the Magazine of Western History.
Shafizadeh was selected for the Distinguished Researcher Award by the
11-member UM Advisory Council

from faculty members nominated by their schools

and departments.

considered quality and quantity of the nominees'

The council

publications and other presentations of the results of their scholarly
activities, amount of outside financial support attracted by their research
projects, and accomplishments of graduate students whose research they directed.
Shafizadeh has received $1,457,656 in grants in support of his research
since July 1969.

His current projects include studies of the ignition and

fire spread of cellolosic materials and the conversion of plant materials to
useful products.
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